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Community Mechanism Research

Association First Annual Meeting

Call for Papers: 2025 Academic Year Member Benefits

The Community Mechanism Research Association was established on August 12,
2025, with the aim of advancing theoretical, empirical, and applied research on the
“community mechanism” across diverse academic fields including economics,
business administration, anthropology, psychology, ethics, neuroscience, philosophy,

theology, medicine, education, gerontology, environmental studies, and literature.

The Association will hold its 1st Research Conference as outlined below and is now

accepting research reports.

The Community Mechanism refers to systems based on cooperation within groups
such as families and local communities, where “at least one person voluntarily offers
cooperation and is not refused.” In economies, two other mechanisms exist: the
“market mechanism,” based on supply and demand and agreement on prices, and

the “power mechanism,” which can enforce compliance without agreement.

Modern society faces diverse crises: declining birthrates and aging populations,
rising social security costs, large—scale disasters, and environmental issues. While
societal resource allocation has traditionally relied primarily on the “market
mechanism” and the “power mechanism,” problems increasingly difficult to solve
using these alone are growing. In this context, the “community mechanism,” based
on voluntary cooperation, is being recognized anew as a crucial third foundation

supporting societal sustainability.

Community mechanisms are underpinned by diverse factors including trust,
empathy, reciprocity, ethics, culture, and social capital, making interdisciplinary
research essential for their understanding. This conference welcomes a wide range
of research presentations related to community mechanisms across various fields,
including theoretical studies, empirical studies, experimental studies, policy studies,

and practical studies. We also welcome research reports that have already been



published or presented at other conferences, with the aim of communicating what

research has been conducted to researchers in other fields.

Conference Overview

Bl Conference Name

The 1st Annual Conference of the Community Mechanism Research Association

M Dates
June 20 (Sat) and 21 (Sun), 2026

B Venue
Doshisha University Imadegawa Campus Ryoshinkan Hall (Directly connected to

Imadegawa Station on the Kyoto Municipal Subway Karasuma Line)

Call for Papers

We broadly invite research related to community mechanisms within and across various
academic disciplines, including economics, business administration, anthropology, psychology,
ethics, neuroscience, philosophy, theology, medicine, biology, education, gerontology,
environmental studies, ecology, accounting, and literature. Examples of research topics include
the following. Research methods may include theoretical studies on institutions, behavior,
conscience/ethics/norms, and game theory related to cooperation; empirical studies using
qualitative and quantitative data from surveys, interviews, and experiments (behavioral
experiments, psychological experiments, neuroscience (especially human and animal

neuroscience), etc.); and empirical and theoretical studies using simulations and calibrations.

e Topics include: declining birth rates, aging populations, healthcare, nursing
care, gender, education, childcare, parenting, family, social security, inequality,
new technologies like Al and robotics, work—life balance,
environment/ecology, disasters, local communities, organizations/businesses,
culture/arts, social capital/trust/networks/norms, social preferences,

minority, nudges, economic development/economic growth.

Research methods include, for example, theoretical studies such as game theory

concerning institutions, behavior, conscience/ethics/norms, and cooperation;



empirical studies using qualitative and quantitative research methods based on data
from surveys, interviews, and experiments (behavioral experiments, psychological
experiments, neuroscience (especially human and animal neuroscience), etc.); and

empirical and theoretical studies using simulations and calibrations.

Presentation Format

Only one oral presentation may be submitted per person. Furthermore, the same
individual may not give two or more oral presentations during the conference.
However, being a co—author on another presenter’'s paper does not count toward the
presentation limit, so authors may be involved in multiple papers. The number of
poster presentations allowed per person follows the same rules as oral

presentations.

You may apply for one oral presentation and one poster presentation. However, if
the preliminary review results in two poster presentations being accepted, you may

present only one of them.

When submitting your presentation application, you must select one of the following
Both Oral

Presentation Session and Poster Session,” and for oral presentations, either “With

o

options: “Oral Presentation Session Only,” “Poster Session Only,

Discussant” or “Without Discussant.”

Even if you select “Both Oral Presentation Session and Poster Session,” you may

be accepted for only one of the sessions.
B Oral Presentation with Discussant

. Presentation time: 20 minutes, Discussion: 10 minutes, Reply and Q&A: 10
minutes

. In sessions with discussants, presenters with somewhat similar research
fields will serve as discussants for each other’s presentations. Please note
that if you apply for and are accepted into this session, you will be expected
to both present and discuss. While “somewhat similar fields” is used here,
unlike a single—discipline conference, this is an interdisciplinary conference

where fields may diverge somewhat. Therefore, discussions are expected to



provide comments from differing perspectives rather than focusing on minute

specialized details.
M Oral Presentation without Discussant
. Presentation time: 30 minutes, Q&A: 10 minutes
B Poster Presentation (General)
. Graduate students and early—career researchers welcome
B Undergraduate Student Poster Presentations

e An undergraduate poster session is provided to broadly encourage research
on community mechanisms. Acceptance decisions consider the nature of the
poster presentation by undergraduate students. Note that undergraduates may

also apply to present in the oral presentation sessions.

Application Guidelines

B Submission of Application Form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-
BL5C6hikJFkX0v14iNkcHWnXFXYyt2sMn3sN5yovhVifhg/viewform?usp=publish-editor

Hl Submission of Abstracts

Submit a PDF file of your paper (cover page + main text within 5 pages, font size
10.5pt or larger) as an email attachment to the conference secretariat
(communitymra@gmail.com). Use the subject line: “Submission for Community

Mechanism Research Conference Presentation”.

. On the first page of the abstract, include: the presentation title, author
names, the contact email address of the corresponding author, an abstract
(400 characters or less for Japanese abstracts, 200 words or less for English
abstracts), an explanation of the relationship between the research and
community mechanisms (200 characters or less), and the Research Content
Basic Section Number from the JSPS Table of Research fields/Research
content (https://www.jsps.go.jp/file/storage/j-le/research_institute/1-



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-BL5C6hikJFkX0v14iNkcHWnXFXYyt2sMn3sN5yovhVifhg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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04.pdf), and keywords (up to three). If the field is economics, include JEL
classification numbers (up to three). If presenting previously published or
presented research, include bibliographic or conference information.

. For oral presentations with discussants, the full paper (the completed paper
on which the presentation is based) must be sent to the discussant via To
and to the conference secretariat via cc by May 30. Please note that
candidates for the Encouragement Award who fail to meet this deadline will

be disqualified from consideration for the award.

Important Dates

B Submission of Reports Using 2025 Membership Benefits
2025 Membership Application Deadline: March 31, 2026

Application Form and Abstract Submission Deadline: April 17, 2026
Acceptance/Rejection Notification: April 30, 2026

Deadline for Oral Presentation Papers with Discussants: May 30, 2026
Conference Dates: June 20-21, 2026

Purpose of the Association

This society was established to contribute to the promotion of research related to
community mechanisms and interdisciplinary studies across various academic fields,
including economics, business administration, anthropology, psychology, ethics,
neuroscience, philosophy, theology, medicine, education, gerontology, environmental
studies, and literature, and to conduct educational and enlightenment activities for the

general public. Through activities for these purposes

o the development of community mechanism theory
o Resolution of social issues
o Policy recommendations

. Advancement of interdisciplinary research


https://www.jsps.go.jp/file/storage/j-le/research_institute/1-04.pdf

Conference Theme

Theory and Practice of Community Mechanisms in Times of Crisis

Contact

The Office of the Community Mechanism Research Association

(Address) Doshisha University Faculty of Economics, Masuo Ogaki Laboratory,
Karasuma—higashi—iru, Imadegawa—dori, Kamigyou—ku, Kyoto—shi, Kyoto—fu 602-
8580.

(Email Address) communitymra@gmail.com
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